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thy vow is broken already! Thou hast beguiled me, Amva, from the way of my fathers."
Now when Bhishma heard her speak thus, his heart smote him with regrets and he bowed his head before her. Then he said humbly :
" Lady, I wist not of these things ! Yet if they be so, surely thou shalt return with honour to thy father's house. There is no other way/'
Then Amva faced him boldly with set lips, and her voice was steady : " There is another way,
0	Hero !   Thou canst renounce thine oath	"
And Bhishma, seeing her beautiful exceedingly,
and brave beyond compare, felt his heart leap in his bosom; but he clenched his hands and answered her thus :
" O   Amva,     Princess   of Benares, for thee
1	would renounce the three worlds and the empire
of heaven, or anything that may be greater than
these;  but my truth I will never renounce ! "
And with that he turned speedily and left her.
Now after this, in accordance with usage and by the advice of the learned, the Princess Amva quitted Hustinapura and, shaking the dust of it from her feet in anger and despite, in grief and shame and love, sought King Shalya.
But lo ! he would have none of her. " Thou art Bhishma's capture/' he said, " and thou wentest with him cheerfully. Now, blessed lady, go back to him if thou willst, and waste not my time in vain protestations. Bhishma hath ravished thee, and I fight not for other men's leavings with that prince of fighters."
Then the eldest daughter of the King of Benares, being proud-spirited, was filled with anger, and cried aloud:
" The mighty-armed Bhishma desireth me not, and thou? cowards, dost ca$t me off; but

